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Energy Conservation -

It Adds Up!

by
Jaclin DuRant

Energy is a hot topic right now,
and with summer in the South on
our horizon, it's sure to get
hotter. There are many different
ways that we generate and use
energy. Energy can be derived
from fossil fuel sources like

~ A mine in the Powder River Basin, the largest coal reserve in the world. petroleum, coaI, and natural gas,;
from renewable energy sources

According to the US Energy Information Administration, about like solar, wind, biofuels, and

one third of SC's electricity comes from coal mines like the one pictured above. hydroelectric dams; and from

other sources such as nuclear
power plants. Every source of

SWItCh energy has both positive and

. ti t lated to it

- A Feature-Length Film about Energy - negative aspects reated to 1
. collection, generation, and

Monday, Aprll 21 infrastructure. For example, coal

6:00 - 8:00 pm is very cheap to mine, but

Kroc Center burning coal to create electricity

releases sulfur dioxide, one of the
chemical compounds responsible
for acid rain, and other harmful
What does the future of energy really hold? Join energy visionary Dr. Scott Tinker on substances into the atmosphere.

a spectacular global adventure to find out. Solar energy on the other hand,
creates no harmful emissions, but

. ' . . ) ) is still relatively expensive and
Dr. Tinker explores the world's leading energy sites, from coal to solar, oil to biofuels, (ejies on the sun to produce

many highly restricted and never before seen on film. He gets straight answers from electricity, meaning that no

the people driving energy today, international leaders of government, industry and electricity is being created by

academia. In the end, he cuts through the confusion to discover a path to our future S°lar panels at night and very
. .. . little on cloudy days.

that is surprising and remarkably pragmatic.

*Pizza and fruit will be provided.

Energy production comes in
Switch is the first truly balanced energy film, embraced and supported by people all many different forms, and energy

along the energy spectrum - fossil and renewable, academic and environmental. use comes in even more. Anytime
we flip a light switch, press a
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phone button, or turn a key in the
ignition, we are using energy, and
that energy is going to become
more and more expensive in the
future. One of the most
important steps that we can all
take towards a more sustainable
future is to conserve as much
energy as we can. Simple energy
conservation  strategies  like
turning the lights off when you
leave the room may seem
unimportant, but let's do some
math:

Add the Sustainable Cinema event to your calendar.

South Carolina's average cost of
electricity is 11 cents per KWh.
The chandelier in my living room
has five bulbs in it. If | leave five
traditional 100 watt bulbs
running for an hour, it costs
me six cents. | may not be very
concerned about six cents, but if |
leave that chandelier on an hour

greenville

The West Side logo was the result of a three-day workshop
that involved more than 100 residents, businesses, and
community leaders. What do you think?

- a day for a year, it costs me

. Commu,nlty Brands, . $20.08. Twenty dollars also may
Coming to a West Side neighborhood association near you! not seem like much, but if every
Southernside, 4/17 at 7:00 pm person in South Carolina left

West End, 5/6 at 6:30 pm those five bulbs on for an extra

West Greenville, 5/13 at 6:30 pm hour every day, we would spend

$95,878,767.12 in a single year.
The inverse is also true: by
turning all of those extra lights off
when they aren't being used, and

The Community Branding Workshop was held in March 2014 over three days. More than 100
people shared stories about the West Side and the three neighborhoods it includes: West
Greenville, West End, and Southernside. The brands were unveiled at a lunch and learn in . .

making the switch to more
late March, and now the logos are traveling to each of these three neighborhood association energy efficient light bulbs, we
meetings during April and May. The goal is to hear from as many of the residents as possible, 4 save a Iot of money and a lot
and to provide these neighborhoods with this basic tool of community building and of energy. On the environmental
economic development. side of the equation, to power

those extra light bulbs for a year,
A video of the unveiling presentation, along with the three neighborhood brands and we would need to burn more
the West Side vision statement, can be found on the Connections website. Thanks to than 350 thousand tons of coal

everyone who is participating in the discussion! and would release more than 600
thousand tons of Carbon Dioxide

into the atmosphere.

As we move towards a more
sustainable future, energy
conservation and efficiency will
play a huge role. Visit the US
Department of Energy's web
site at here for resources to help
you conserve energy at
home, and if you'd like to learn
more and be a part of the
discussion about the future of
energy use, join us next Monday
for our screening of Switch during
Sustainable Cinema at 6PM.
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Join Our Mailing List!
Email us:

connections@greenvillesc.gov
Call us: 864.467.4570
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